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ABSTRACT

The Psychology of Criminal Justice for Juvenile Delinquents: Towards Restorative Justice and

Addressing the Sense of Stigma

This study examines the psychological and moral dimension of criminal justice for juvenile delinquents,
starting from the premise that the success of contemporary criminal policy against juvenile delinquency
depends on the impact that prosecution procedures leave on the juvenile’ s psyche rather than on mere

procedural formalism; the juvenile delinquent is to be treated as a victim rather than as an offender.

Through an analytical reading of international instruments and Algerian legislation, the study shows how each
stage of the public action, from preliminary inquiry and investigation to trial and the enforcement of
sanctions, has been adapted to serve the best interests of the child: criminal responsibility graduated
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according to psychological maturity, mandatory social and psychological inquiry, specialized judicial police,
prosecutors and juvenile judges, confidentiality of proceedings, the priority of protection and re-education
measures over punishment, and the exclusion of decisions from the criminal record.

The study concludes that these guarantees form an integrated system of psychological safeguards that
shields the juvenile from the trauma of prosecution and the feeling of stigma, turning the criminal action into
an educational process of re-socialization. It recommends strengthening institutional specialization and
activating restorative justice mechanisms.

Keywords: Juvenile delinquent; Restorative justice; Social stigma; Criminal psychology; Best interests of the child;
Algerian legislation
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